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XK “MR. OWENS MEETS HIS MATCH”, A SILVERSTAR PRODUCTION. 1937. a 
SLVERSTAR STARRING THORNTON VAN CLYDE AS MR. OWENS AND LESLIE RANDALL AS 
MISS KATY BURKE. FEATURING FAY RICHARDS AS THE MAID. 
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List of photographs 


1.&2. Reba Ricchardsorm, Fae's little sister.1924, Photo 
portrait by Cohem Bros. Pkot 0 Pal ace, Philadephia. 
Rae Richa rds was bor m Faith Richardsom, amd later shortened 


her mame, 


3.Fred DeShields, Strawber ry Mamsion Bridge, Philadelphia.1925. 
Fae's lifelomg friend. As child r em, Faith amd Fred of ten . 
samg toget her om the street for chamge, billing t hemselves 
as a "brother amd sister" act. 


4.Oscar Williams amd Fae Ric hards. Philadelphia. Date urmkown, 
Ceagly 1920's). Williams was a jazz drummer from North Philly. 
He got Fae her first radio spot-on tuhe Beechy Beechum Contest- 
wit h a ditty he wrotle amd she sang. Some say they were 
married for a time, eve m that t hey had a child together. 
Others claim Fae rejecte d his marriage proposal and that he 
dramk himself to death over her. 


SeOscar, wit h Fae's dog,Framkie. Fairmont Park. ?hiladelphial923. 


6.The Vam Clyde family (Edward, lreme,Catherime,ileamor,&Parker). 
1928. Fae worked as a servant for the VamClyde's for several 
years- at least from 1926-1931. 


7.Eleamor VamClyde with a guest.(pomssibly Margaret Fitzgerald). 
1930. Fee cam be seem in the background. 


8.Martha Page amd Catherine VarmClyde.1930. This pictur e was 
probably takea by Thormtom VanClyde(Edward's brother). Thornton, 
am actor, was kK friends with Martha Page im the beginning of 
her career. It was through this triemdship that Pae Richards. 

a md Martha Page first met. When a bit player backed out of a 
smal 1, mon-speaking paxrole in "jersey Girl", Miss Page cast 
Miss Richards ia the part ef't.ne maid'. It was Fae's f irst 
appearance on film. 


9, Fae Richards. Win mer of the Beechy Beechum Bicarbomate 
Jingle Contest. 1923 or 24. 


10.Martha Page om the set of "jersey Girl".1931. Newark Studios. 
11.Martha Page at Newark Studios. Photographed for the story 


";he Girl Director of "jersey Girl"’ in The philadelphia Imquirer. 
October,1931. 


12.&13.Fae Ric hards amd friends. josie,Bobbi,and unidentified 
Mam. jume 1926. 








14.Martha Page at Newark Studios.Early 1930's. 


15.Samdra Vimscent and Fae Rickards in "jersey Girl’. Newark Studios. 
L931. 


16.&17.Fae Richards amd Martha Page. Garden State Park. 1933. 
These two pictures are the earlies t rec or di of Richard's and 
Pa ge's off-screen r elatiomship. 


18.Kilm still from “Louisiana Lady". Fae Richards amd Hambonre 
jones. Newark Studi 05.1933. his is Fae's first speaking role. 
The picture was a big bex office sucess, Newark Studios largest- 
erosSing pi cture to date. Based on it's success, Hollywood's 
Silverstar Studio offered both Martha Page and Fae Kichards 

c ontractS. Miss Page signed a tive-picture deal. Ihe terms of 
Miss Ric hards contract are not KAOwWA. 


19.,20,21.,&22. Fae Kichards, Martha Page amd three unidentified 
friemds at the Harlem Hotspot.1933. 


23.M.Page amd F.Richards at a Paramount Studio party for the 
premiere ef "The Scarlet Empress", a 1934 film starring Marlene 
Dietr ich. (mewsreel footage of this event also extant im tie 


Ric hards arc hive.) 


24.Martha Page at work. Silve rstar Studio. Hellywoed,1934. 
phetegraph accompanied an article im ‘Variety’. 


25.%26.Martha Page and Pae Ric hards, at their home ink Xxnxe 
the Hellywoed Hills. Mid-1930's. Exact date umknown. 


27.,28.,29.,&%30.Keba Richardson,gum Fae Richards, and Pred DeShiekds 
at a party Miss Ric hards threw f or her sister inl935. These 
pictures are thought to have beem taken by Martha Page, 


31.Martha and Fae at home. (mid-1930'S) 
32.Mattha Page. Publicity pheto. Silverstar Studie. 1935. 


33.Fae Richards. 1930. Publicity pheto widely circulated at the 
time. 


34.%35,Fae Richards, Martha Page and umidentified actress on the 
set ef "Raisimg Cara". 1930. A Silverstar Production. Richards 
played the uppity servamt giigirl 'Sara'. 


36.Filmstill. "Mr.Owems Meets His Match". 1937. The picture starred 
Leslie Randall and Thernmtonm Van Clyde. Fae Kichards was featured 

as 'Alice', the faithful Southerm servamt girl. ‘Alice’ tries 

te pretect her employer fr om the wiles apof a young and beau- 
titful gelddigger. 








As mmf 


37.&38.Filmstills from "Plaamtation Memeries". Silversta r. 1937. 
Starring Ward Harrison , Bebe Muller, amd Fae Richards as 

'Hlsie - the Watermelon Woman'. [his tilm waS am enormous success 
amd Fae reeieved much favorable motice im the press. She became 
known popularly as thm ‘the Watermelon Woman', and im fact muc h 
of the press from that time refers to her simply as ‘the Water- 
ne lom Womam', d ispesing with her real name altogether. 


39.4840. Fae Richards(ceater), as she appeared im ascreemtest for 
the film “Merry-Go-Round ", which was never @mplete d. Usmder pre- 
ssure f rom both Fae Richards amd Martha Pa ge to give Richards 
a ‘leading lady' r ole, th e character of a young vaudeville 

d amcer wa Ss written imto the scee nplay. Willa Clarke (on Fae's 
right) was cast as Fae's dance partmer and sidekick. The script 

we mt throukgh mumerous r evisions and the title was changed to 
"That Voodoo Magic". Fae*s part waS Cut back t 0 little more 

than a Cameo, with her damc ing in several ditferemt ' jungle’ 
costumes while Cassandra Br ooke Sang the title song, originally 
written for Fae. Fae left Silverstar Studio d uring filming, 
breaking her contract amd severing ali ties with Hollywood, 
incliding her relatiomship with Martha rage. (1933) 


41.,42.,&43.Fae Kic hards as photographed by Max Hetzl (Momsieur 
Max). 1938. Max was the in-house photographer for Silverstar 
Stud io and also a good friead of Fae's. Fae posed for these 
photographs privately, im an attempt t o show H.R.Ramsin, the 
studio head, that she cLould play a lead_ing lady. The studio 
never allowed these photogr aphs to be released, c laiminmg t hey 
"clashed" with the "Watermelom Woman" image. Ramsin offered 

K Miss Ricchards more momey and a mew COMtract to appear as a 
mammy im amother Southern melodaama, but she refused. 


44.Fae Ric hards sigms comtract with j.Liberty wells, President 
of xxa Liberty Pictures, a 'black-cast' film studio im Philadelphia, 
(photo trom a Philad elphia mewspaper.1940. ) 


45.Fae Richards, with members ot the Philadelphia chapter mg 
o f the NAACP. (March 1940) 


46.Fae Richards and Liberty Wells on location. june 1940. 


4%, 948.49. ,50-,851. Fae Richards, circa 1940. Photographs ar e 
umsigmed, but are attributed to sjenmmy Lomg. 


52.&53.Scenes from "Souls ot Deceit". 1941. Starring Fae Kichards 
and j.Liberty We lis, who also directed the picture. 


54.Publicity photo circa 1941. Kenny Lome, photographer. 
Low: naS a popular black PMOtOgrapnmer wae did most of the 


Studio photography aad filmstills tor Liberty Pictures. 








55.Fae Richards at am art opeming tor the internationally 
acclaimed Black sculpterss ,Zola Hamiltom. (pictured with 
Hamiltom.) 1941. 


56.Unidentified friend.(No date-iate‘40's or early 130" &2 
57.Filmstill. "Mc. amd Mrs. Big."' Liberty Pictures. 1942. Comedy. 


58.%59.Scemes from "Black Guas". 1944. Fae Richardssand Ray Blake. 
Fae startedwas ithe sultry gamgster's moll, Mattie Cooper. it is 

her most complex and well-kmowa role im race films and elevated 

ner to household-name status among black audiences. Unfortunately, 
it was also her last film. Liberty Pictures went bankrupt im 1945. 


60.,01.,602.,8053. Fae Kichards. Pertorming "when lhaimgs Go Blue" 

at Ihe Stamdard.1940. Atter Laberty rpactuers told ed, Fae returmed 
to the stage, pertorming regularly Om rphiliy's South Street, as 
well aS the Horseshoe Club 1m Harlem, ama other venues 18 Cleveland, 
Baltimore, and St.Louis. 


o4.Fae Kichar@s (center) with unidentified triemas. circa 1946. 


65.,66.,&67. Fae Richards am d jume Walker.1955. Fae's 47th 
birthday party at their home im their home in West Oak Lane, 
Philadelphia. According to Fred DeShields, Fae aad jume met while 
Fae waS Simgimg at the Stamdard. jume Salt at a stageside table 
every aight for momthe, always with a white rose for Fae. 

By 1947, they were livimg together, and they Lliaved together 

umtil Fae's death im 1974, at age 66. 


68.June Walker. 1962. Fae's m nickname for jume was "Champ". 
69.&70. Fae Richards and jume Walker. No Gate. (late '60's) 
71.&72.Fae Ric hards. 1971. 


73.Fae Richards. 1973. Fhoto Sigaed Leslie Thomas. Ime last 
kmowm photograph of Fae. 








FAE RICHARDS ISA FICTIONAL CHARACTER CONCEIVED BY CHERYL DUNYE. ZOE LEONARD 

PHOTOGRAPHED AND CONSTRUCTED THIS ARCHIVE TO TELL RICHARDS’ STORY. THE CAST AND CREW 
LISTED BELOW STAGED EVENTS FROM RICHARDS’ LIFE FOR LEONARD'S CAMERA. THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
WERE THEN USED AS SOURCE MATERIAL FOR A “DOCUMENTARY” OF FAE RICHARDS’ LIFE IN DUNYE’S 


FILM “THE WATERMELON WOMAN” (1996). 


CAST IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE 


REBA RICHARDS 
FRED DESHIELDS 
FAE RICHARDS 
OSCAR WILLIAMS 


EDWARD VANCLYDE/GRIP/THORNTON VANCLYDE 


ELEANOR VANCLYDE 


IRENE VANCLYDE/CASSANDRA BROOKE 
PARKER VANCLYDE/MAN AT HOLLYWOOD GALA 


ELEANOR VANCLYDE’S GUEST 
MARTHA PAGE 

HAIR STYLIST 

SANDRA VINCENT 

GRIP/STARLET AT HOLLYWOOD GALA 
BOBBI/DYKE#1 AT HOTSPOT 
BLACK GAY MAN AT PARTY 
JOSIE/WILLA CLARKE 

HAMBONE JONES 

DYKE#2 AT HOTSPOT 

DYKE#3 AT HOTSPOT 

WHITE ACTRESS IN “RAISING CARA” 
J.LIBERTY WELLS 

NAACP MEMBER/RAY BLAKE 
NAACP MEMBER #2 

ZOLA HAMILTON 

WOMAN AT OPENING/IN AUDIENCE 
UNIDENTIFIED FRIEND 

BLACK DYKE ON ROOF #1 

BLACK DYKE ON ROOF #2 

JUNE WALKER 


L. M. DORIA ROBERTS 
ROBERT REID-PHARR 
LISA MARIE BRONSON 
KEYLAN BRADLEY 
MARK BREITENBERG 
NORA BREEN 

SARA VOGT 
CLAUDINE BENOIT 
LINDA SALERNO 
ALEXANDRA JUHASZ 
LUCIANA MOREIRA 
KRISTINA DEUTSCH 
LILY MARNELL 
VALERIE MANENTI 
JODY BENJAMIN 
FAWN MCGEE 
REGGAE GRIFFIN 
ZOE BISSELL 

JULIA ZAY 

CAROLYN SHAPIRO 
K. BRENT HILL 
KENRICK CATO 
DARRELL MOORE 
EDITH DUNYE 

EVE OISHI 

JACQUI BISHOP 
CATHY MCKINLEY 
CHERYL DUNYE 
CHERYL CLARKE 


CREW 


PRODUCER 


DIRECTOR 


EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 


PHOTOGRAPHER 


PHOTOGRAPHER'S ASSISTANT 


LIGHTS 


WARDROBE 


MAKE-UP/HAIR 


PROPS 


SETS 


PRODUCTION COORDINATOR 


PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 
DARKROOM 


PRODUCTION STILLS 


CRAFT SERVICES 


CHERYL DUNYE 
ZOE LEONARD 
ALEXANDRA JUHASZ 
ZOE LEONARD 
KIMBERLY PEIRCE 
CLAUDINE BENOIT 
CHRIS DANIELS 
ALISON FROLING 
SARA VOGT 
LUCIANA MOREIRA 
LILY MARNELL 
JULIA ZAY 

ZOE BISSELL 

ZOE BISSELL 

LILY MARNELL 
JULIA ZAY 

PETRA JANOPAUL 
SHU HUNG 
CHARLENE GILBERT 
ZOE LEONARD 
VIVIAN SELBO 
JACK LOUTH 

LISS PLATT 

ANN RUARK 

ELAINE PORTIER 
AMY STEINER 
DIANA MORROW 
ELIZABETH GRIGGS 
AMY STEINER 
VALERIE CASEY 
ERICA FREUDENSTEIN 
MARK BREITENBERG 
EVE OISHI 





